Issue No. 14 - July 2019

BIG NEWS!
On July 10th the Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Association was awarded the 2018 Organization of the Year by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife!

This award recognizes one organized group per year that has consistently made outstanding efforts on behalf of
Washington's fish and wildlife resources and recreation. This is a big accomplishment as there are hundreds of
groups across Washington that are working on behalf of our public fish and wildlife resources. This is the
second time the club has been honored with the award, the last time was in 2005.
WSA Editorial
Our organization was also the feature of the Editorial by Rufus Woods in the Wenatchee World on July 10th in
commemoration of our 70th Anniversary. Below is a small excerpt.
The Wenatchee Sportsmen’s Club isn’t the biggest organization in the state, but it is probably the most active, I
was told. The 300 members are active in getting kids away from their smartphones by putting on youth hunting
and fishing days, advocating for wildlife corridors and public access to rivers and lakes, and a host of other
activities.
When you drive up Highway 97A toward Chelan, you can’t help but notice the miles of game fencing that has
been installed to cut down on collisions between vehicles and deer. The club helps providing funding every year
to maintain that game fence.

Another major project of the organization is maintaining about 70 guzzlers and feeders for the Fish and Wildlife
Department. The state agency doesn’t have the resources to do that work and relies on clubs around the state to
get that important work done. Building and maintaining those facilities for wildlife isn’t cheap, said Gutzwiler.
The youth hunting and fishing day is another high-impact project. For the past two years, the association has
taken the lead on promoting and staffing the event in collaboration with other groups. The first year, 87 kids
participated; and the second year, more than 300 were involved. Creating a culture of conservation is an
important part of the organization’s work.

WDFW Tour
As part of our Organization of the Year Award, WSA members Dave Dahlen and Roger Gill took WDFW
Communication Consultant Staci Lehman on a tour through the Colockum Wildlife Area on his side-by-side to
show her many of the guzzlers, feeders, and spring improvement project the club has worked on over the years.
She was very appreciative and called it “one of the best days of work she’s ever had”
… does look like she got a little dusty though ;)

UPCOMING EVENTS
Youth Hunting and Fishing Day. September 14, 2019. Our third annual event focused on getting youth
interested in the outdoors and giving them some of the skills they’ll need to but successful, hunters, anglers,
outdoors enthusiasts, and most important, conservationists! NCW Gun Club. Stay tuned for more details on
volunteer opportunities.
2020 Game Feed Fundraiser. Feb 29th, 2020. Mark it on your calendar, you won’t want to miss it!

